
It's that time of the year again and everyone is busy getting 
ready for the holidays.

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  

I'd like to update you on some of the things that have been 
going on all year with the Puakea Foundation and our board 
members.  

We have been busy this year and Uncle Bobby has been working 
hard as usual. The Kamaaina Kids have been awarded the 
lease for Heeia State Park and have been keeping things 
going as usual there.  

We are still there and Uncle Bobby is still working on the 
canoes.  At the moment he has Hanalei Canoe Clubs koa 
canoe and Kai Oni Canoe Club's koa canoe at the park.  
Mark and Ricky are still going to the park when they can to 

help and  learn from him.  As usual 
Uncle Bobby loves to help anyone 
who comes to learn about the canoes.  Leeward Kai Canoe 
Club members were there to learn how to take care of their 
canoe when it needs minor repairs.  The Me'e was completed 
in April of this year and did herself proud in the regatta season.

Along with working on the canoes all year we have had other 
things going on.  We had the opportunity to welcome three new 

board members to the foundation.  John Hawkins, Jerry Vasconcelles and Dottie Mack 
came on board this year.  Dottie will be our secretary/treasurer.  We are very fortunate 
to have them with us.  Ricky Bermudez took the position of Dirctor of Childrens 
Programs.  Noelani Puniwai has moved back to Hilo but is still on our board and is 
being very instrumental in our internal affairs.  We have a great board and they are all 
working very hard for the foundation.

Alana Burrows went and participated in the Ala Wai Challenge canoe races this year 
that was honoring Hannie Anderson.  Alana is instrumental in getting things done and 
helps with all the functions that we do through the year.  We are very grateful for her 
help.  

We had another successful Paddle Workshop this year.  
We even had a  participant from Maui come in every 
weekend to learn.  We have another workshop planned 
for March 2011 and you can find more information for the 
workshop on the web site.   

We were at the Earth Day event that was put on by the 



Friends of Heeia at Heeia State Park.   In April we participated in the 
Campbell Estate Hawaiian Canoe Festival at Ko Olina for the high 
school students who paddled this year. They were given the 
opportunity to learn about canoe building and repair from Uncle 
Bobby.  We also had a booth at Malama I Ke Kai at Kapiolani park 
and a display at the HCRA State Races.   The state race booth 
included a raffle for a paddle made by Uncle Bobby, T-shirts and 
visors.  It was a lot of fun and we enjoyed talking to everyone.  

We had  students from the Ala Wai Elementary school come again 
this year to learn about canoes and how they are connected to 
hawaiian history.  They also went on a tour of the park.  It is a hands on experience for 
them as they sand and paint their own small paddles to take home with them.  In 
November Jeff Apaka of the Waikiki Community Center co-ordinated with us and the 
kupuna's  from the Center came to visit us and learn about what we are doing at the 
park.  It was a great visit and was enjoyed by all.  Uncle Bobby also had a group from 
Kamehamaha School come to learn about the canoes and the tools used before and 
now.

We were unable to make a trip to the big island for reforestation this 
year.  We regret to inform you of the passing of a great friend and 
mentor Uncle John Kekua.  We are very sad to have lost him this year 
but we feel we have been very fortunate to have been a part of his life.  
He played a big part in the reforestation projects  we did every year.  
Next year we will be going to plant and clear invasive plants and will let 
you know when and where on our web site.

Each day, when Uncle Bobby is there at the park, we have visitors stop 
by and ask about the canoes.  It's a wonderful experience for them and 
Uncle Bobby loves to tell them about the wood and how things were 
done before and explain why they had to do things the way they did.  They learn the 
history of the koa canoe and a lot more.  We have visitors from all over the world come 
through the park and it is amazing how  many local people stop by  
too.  Everyone is welcome to come and learn.   

Last year we participated in the Kaneohe Christmas Parade and 
we regret we will not be able to do it this year but we are already 
planning our float for next year. 

 We had a great year and hope all of you did too.

THE PUAKEA FOUNDATION  WISHES  ALL OF YOU A 

                   MELE KALIKIMAKA 
                                 AND
                          HAU'OLI  MAKA HIKI  HO


